[bookmark: _GoBack]EUROPEAN CRISIS: Key Developments of the Past 48 Hours

February 3, 2016[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Contributions from IMI, OSIFE, and MENA/SWA.] 


POLITICS


EUROPEAN UNION

Children Now Account for 36% of Refugee Arrivals, 20% of Deaths: Children now make up over a third of the people making the sea crossing to Greece, for the first time since the start of the crisis; there are also now more women and children crossing from Greece to Macedonia than adult males, according to Unicef. “Children currently account for 36% of those risking the treacherous sea crossing between Greece and Turkey,” said a spokeswoman. “Children and women on the move now make up nearly 60%” of those entering from Macedonia."

· The figures mark a significant shift since June, when 73% of refugees were adult males and only one in 10 were under the age of 18.
· The IOM said Tuesday that one in every five who drowned in the Aegean last month was a child, with minors accounting for 60 of the 272 deaths.
· The IOM reported that more than 62,000 people crossed the Aegean in January over 90 percent of them from Syria, Afghanistan and Iraq; 5,000 crossed from Libya to Italy. (G. Maniatis)

Majorities of Europeans Support Asset Seizures from Refugees: According to a new YouGov poll, 54% of Britons would either support or strongly support legislation to allow assets to be seized from refugees. Only 8% of respondents said they strongly opposed the idea, which has been compared to the Nazi-era policy of stripping valuables from Jews. Only 38% of Danes support their own similar legislation; 39% opposed it.

· In Germany, more than 60% of people said they would be in favor of taking away refugees’ valuables; just 18% opposed such a move.
· Of seven European nations surveyed, Sweden was the country where people where most likely to be against such a law—44%, versus 41% supporting. (G. Maniatis)

EU Unblocks €3 Billion in Aid to Turkey: Turkey will receive €3 billion in refugee aid from the EU as Italy has dropped its veto on the issue, Juncker said today. The aid was promised in November, but Rome wanted the bill to be covered wholly by the EU‘s central budget. In the end, member states will have to partly put cash in, but the money will be discounted from EU deficit calculations. (G. Maniatis)

Poland to Take First 100 Refugees as Part of EU Relocation Scheme: Poland is set to take in some 100 asylum seekers in the weeks ahead, around 65 of whom will be relocated from Greece and up to 35 from Italy. The asylum seekers, who are likely to arrive in March, will be the first group taken in by Poland as part of the country’s pledge to the EU to take in 7,000 refugees over two years. (G. Maniatis)

EU Accuses Greece of Serious Neglect of Borders, Threatens Schengen Suspension: The European Commission on Tuesday endorsed a damning report into Greece’s border controls that concluded: “Greece is seriously neglecting its obligations and there are serious deficiencies in the carrying out of external border controls that must be overcome and dealt with by the Greek authorities.” The Commission warned that Greece could face border controls with the rest of the passport-free Schengen area if it fails to act within three months. The Commission wants Greece to boost staff numbers at its borders to better register migrants, and to step up checks of new arrivals’ details against Interpol and the Schengen Information System. The nation needs to “establish an effective coastal-surveillance system covering the whole sea border between Greece and Turkey,” Commission VP Dombrovskis said.

· Greece has promised to use its military to oversee its response. On Tuesday, Defense Minister Kammenos heralded the opening of the Central Coordinating Body for the Management of Migration, to be headed by a senior military official. It will monitor the creation of five “hot spots” for the processing of migrants on islands, as well as improving transportation of refugees within the country. (G. Maniatis)

Germany Warns Border Closings Could Affect European Trains: The head of Germany's national railway is warning that cross-border train services could be scrapped if Europe's open-borders system collapses. "The freedom of movement of the Schengen agreement is the basis of our international train service,” he said, adding that "if borders are closed, the railway will have to discontinue connections to foreign countries. The checks and delays that would then be incurred would not be sustainable. (G. Maniatis)


GERMANY

Cabinet Approve Legislation to Tighten Asylum Laws: Merkel's cabinet today approved an asylum packages that declares Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia as safe countries of origin, effectively providing German immigration authorities the ability to reject asylum applications from those countries' citizens if there is insufficient evidence of persecution or targeted harm. The package also aims to create reception centers where certain categories of asylum seekers, including those from safe countries of origin, would be housed while awaiting a decision that would take a maximum of three weeks. Family reunification would be suspended for two years for people with "subsidiary protection."

· Finance Minister Schäuble's proposal to have refugees contribute to their integration courses was adopted into the asylum legislation package, which would witness refugees opt into a €10 deduction from their monthly stipend to support their classes.
· Peter Altmaier, Merkel’s chief of staff who oversees the refugee response, said criminal migrants could be expelled to countries other than their home such as Turkey. (G. Maniatis)

AfD Continues Rise in Polls, Despite Uproar Over “Shooting Migrants” Statement:  Despite the uproar over its chairwoman's comments that the police should shoot migrants at the border, AfD reached a record 12.5% support nationwide, according to an Insa poll Monday. The party, which isn’t represented in the national parliament, has more than quadrupled its support in the last six months as the refugee crisis has unfolded. Merkel’s CDU-led bloc has slid 10% points to 33% over that period in the poll.

· With its clear positioning to the right of Merkel’s conservative alliance, the AfD poses a particular threat to the alliance’s Bavarian party the CSU, which once declared that there is “no democratically legitimate party to its right” in Germany. (G. Maniatis)

Afghans seeking asylum in Germany: Statements by the Afghan Minister of Refugees and Repatriations, Sayed Hussain Alemi Balkhi, revealed the discord between the Afghan and German governments over the return of Afghans seeking asylum in Germany. During his visit to Kabul earlier this week, German Interior Minister Thomas De Maiziere stated that most Afghans seeking asylum in Germany were actually economic migrants and should be returned to so-called “safe” areas of the country.  Yet, in an interview with Deutsche Welle yesterday, Minister Balkhi stated that the only agreement between the two countries was on assisting the return of those who wish to depart Germany voluntarily, and that asylum claims needed to be addressed on a case by case basis. He rejected any suggestion that Afghanistan had agreed to accept people who might be deported. More than 150,000 Afghans applied for asylum in Germany last year. (S. Han)


FRANCE

Full-time Border Controls Could Cost France Billions: Reintroducing permanent border controls in Europe's passport free travel area to respond to the refugee emergency could cost France more than a billion euros a year and perhaps 10 times that longer-term.A French government-sanctioned think tank said today that half would come from a loss of tourists discouraged by having to apply for multiple visas. France Strategie said direct costs to the French economy would run to €1-2 billion euros each year depending on how frequent border controls are. This includes the impact on cross-border workers and freight transport costs, but does not take into account the extra expense France would face to carry out ID and other checks. Longer-term, the controls could slow trade by up to 20%, costing more than €10 billion annually. (G. Maniatis)


SWEDEN

Government Consider X-Raying Minors to Determine Age: Under huge strain from an influx of unaccompanied children seeking asylum, the government is facing political pressure to undertake medical tests like X-rays to vet the age of young refugees despite opposition from doctors and lawyers. More than a fifth, 35,000, of refugees reaching Sweden have been unaccompanied children, stretching services like schools. Many have arrived without IDs, leaving Sweden the task of checking their real ages to ensure adults were not pretending to be minors to secure asylum. (G. Maniatis)


MEDIA

The Guardian: Syrian refugees—world leaders to raise $9bn to reduce plight of millions

World leaders gather tomorrow in London for a conference aimed at raising $9 billion for Syrian refugees and preventing the creation of a permanent underclass of uneducated, restless and jobless Syrians living in countries’ bordering their homeland. Organisers want the aid to be diverted from food handouts towards work and education opportunities for Syrians in Lebanon, Turkey, and Jordan. There is a growing acceptance that host countries neighbouring Syria cannot carry the burden without substantially more help. 

· In Lebanon, an estimated 70% of the refugee population, more than 700,000 people, has lost the legal right to stay, making it more difficult to access schooling or work permits.
· In Jordan, some 250,000 Syrian refugees are still estimated to be without an updated government registration.
· About 70% of Syrian refugees in Jordan and Lebanon live in poverty—more than 1 million people. In Lebanon, more than 200,000 registered school-age refugee children are not in school; in Jordan it is four in 10. 
· In Jordan, 50% of Syrian refugeessaid they intended to leave because they saw no future in the country.

Deutsche Welle: Immigrants Beyond the Law

· Crime is on the rise because of asylum seekers—or so goes the standard claim by rightwing populists. But statistics do not bear out that assertion. Nonetheless, a small number of immigrants from the Balkans are causing problems for the police.
· Results show that a blanket prejudgement of refugees is unfair. A large majority of refugees never show up in police records after they have registered. 
· It is noteworthy that persons entering Germany from Syria, Iraq, and Afghanistan hardly ever appear in criminal statistics. Of the more than 1,100 Syrians registered in Cologne, only five have been in trouble with the police, less than 0.5%.
· It is a completely different story with immigrants from Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia. "Activity quotas" for North Africans are no less than 40%. Asylum seekers from Bosnia-Herzegovina and Montenegro register similar numbers. These groups are very often involved in crimes related to thefts from automobiles, shoplifting and robbery.

Foreign Affairs: The Elephant in the Room—Islam and the Crisis of Liberal Values in Europe 

· Against a backdrop of incoherent and muddled thinking, Europe needs a new centrist politics. It must be grounded in liberalism, transcending both the xenophobia of the far right and the moral relativismof the far left. The center’s strength depends on its ability to show practical ways to navigate Europe’s emerging politics of fear. 
· Europe is still struggling to cope with a massive influx of refugees. Nearly all of them are Muslims. This fact has shaped public and political opinion but has rarely been openly and honestly discussed. Can a Europe of 28 member states share responsibility for a smaller number of refugees than is currently in Lebanon alone? Of course it can. In fact, most European countries need the labor. 
· The elephant in the room is an underlying Islamophobia. The simple fact is that European member states don’t really want to welcome Muslim migrants. But the liberal political elites of western Europe have steered clear of admitting that the biggest single barrier to coherent asylum and immigration policies is public anxiety about Islam. Far-right parties have pandered to these fears, stoking xenophobia. For the most part, though, people across the rest of the political spectrum have remained silent on the topic. 


FROM THE GROUND


In brief
· Greece: Tense situation unfolding at Greek-Macedonian border; Locals block hotspot 
· France: British citizens stranded in northern France; Police crackdown on Calais protests
· Germany: Migrants wrongfully accused of sexual offenses
· Macedonia: Taxi drivers strike affects refugee transit; Updates from transit camps. 

GREECE

· Statistics
- 61,746 arrivals by sea in 2016 (until 1 February)
- 55,745 Syrians, Iraqis and Afghans allowed to transit to Macedonia (until 2 February) 

Tense situation unfolding at the Eidomeni transit camp: Over 5,000 refugees are stranded at the Eidomeni transit camp and in nearby petrol stations as a large flow of people travelled to the mainland after the Seamen’s Union strike ended on Sunday 31 January. There is a strong riot police presence guarding the registration facilities and the crossing. More than 1,000 people marched to the border area last night (2 January) from the petrol stations where they were being temporarily held until those already present at the transit camp were allowed into Macedonia. To accommodate the additional people, the second camp site near Eidomeni has now re-opened. The flow of people is still restricted by Macedonian authorities who generally allow up to 100 Syrian, Iraqi, or Afghan refugees to cross every hour. Other nationalities continue to be rejected, and some resort to the use of fake documents or increasingly dangerous smuggling routes. Pushbacks continue throughout the day. (M. Moschopoulos)

Hotspot updates
· Kos: Local groups protesting the creation of a hotspot on the island attempted to block a visit by Minister of National Defense Panos Kammenos, whose portfolio now includes the construction and management of the hotspots. The protesters, and the riot police response with extensive use of teargas, did not allow Kammenos’ helicopter to land in the area where the hotspot is planned to be built. Kammenos and high-ranking military officials were planning to survey the area in advance of issuing a compulsory order for the repurposing of the land with the consent of the island’s mayor.
· Samos: Kammenos claims that the ministry has to prepare all the infrastructure to meet the required standards until February 15, in line with previous information that the authorities aim for the hotspot to be functional by mid-February.
· Lesvos: Kammenos said that the infrastructure bringing the hotspot to the capacity the government committed to will be completed by February 15.
· Chios: Construction is under way since February 1. The armed forces are installing generators to cover the hotspot’s electricity needs as there were issues related to connecting the facility to the island’s main networks.
· Leros: The ministry announced that construction is under way and that the hotspot will be operational by February 15. (M. Moschopoulos)


FRANCE

British citizens stranded in Dunkirk refugee camp: The Guardian reported on 31 Janaury about Rawand Aziz and Saman Sharif, two Iraqi Kurds who fled the oppression of Saddam Hussein and were afterwards granted asylum and British citizenship and are now stranded with other refugees in the tent cities in Northern France as their families are not allowed access to the United Kingdom. Both have tried to bring their families to the UK but have been blocked, also due to the income limits that Britain sets for its residents to be able to bring non-EU family members to the country. UK Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn has pledged to help these families, while the British Refugee Council has advised the families to apply for asylum in France before seeking a transfer to Britain. Aziz has a wife and a son, while Sharif has a wife and four sons. (M. Moschopoulos)

Police cracks down on protest in Calais: French riot police forces cracked down on a refugee protest in Calais on 31 January. The protesters attempted to block traffic and cut through the fences that block onward movement to the Channel Tunnel and the passenger ferries that link the French port to the British coast. Local solidarity movements report the use of tear gas, stun grenades and rubber bullets, in many instances fired directly at the ‘Jungle,’ as the tent city is popularly known. A refugee’s hand was broken by a rubber bullet according to the same report. The police has created a ‘no man’s land’ between the fences and the refugee tents which allows them to better monitor those staying in the camp and reduce incursions onto the highway leading to the port. (M. Moschopoulos)


GERMANY

Migrants and refugees wrongly accused of serious sexual offenses: After evaluating media reports and interviewing several local police stations and public prosecutors, the Huffington Post found that in a number of cases migrants and refugees have been wrongly accused of serious sexual offenses, including rape. This follows the widely publicized case of a 13-year old girl, of German-Russian background, from Berlin-Marzahn (one of the research areas of the At Home in Europe “White Working Class Communities” study) which mobilized an anti-refugee sentiment. Police investigations have since found that the girl spend the night with a 19-year old friend, because she had bad school-marks and was afraid to go home, while no sexual contact was involved. (M. Moschopoulos)


MACEDONIA

Taxi drivers strike in Gevgelija: Local owners and drivers of taxi companies in Gevgelija blocked the train tracks on 2 January demanding that refugees are allowed to use their services, in addition to the trains provided by state-owned Macedonian Railways, to continue their northbound travel to the Serbian border. The action caused delays in the transit of refugees from Greece as people were stranded at the registration camp that operates next to the border. Local taxis charge €100 per vehicle, or €25 per person, for the trip to Tabanovce, the border town near Serbia. (M. Moschopoulos)

Updates from the registration and transit camps: The Macedonian Helsinki Committee reported a 40% drop in the number of refugees present in transit camps in the week ending 24 January, due to the railroad malfunction in Slovenia that led to border closures and an earlier two-day strike (21-22 January) of the Greek Seamen’s Union that blocked the onward travel of refugees from Greek islands. On 19 January a refugee from Syria who had arrived with his wife to the Vinojug Camp, Gevgelija, died while being transported to a hospital by the Red Cross. Police actions in the Gevgelija camp are generally reported as lawful, however individual Hungarian and Serbian police officers have been found to sporadically behave inappropriately. (M. Moschopoulos)
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