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POLITICS
EUROPEAN UNION / COUNTER TERRORISM
Leaders of the European Union and Turkey will meet in Brussels next Sunday for talks on how to handle the migration crisis and improve relations between the EU and Ankara, the summit's chairman Donald Tusk confirmed on Monday evening (via Twitter). "I call an EU-Turkey summit on Sunday 29 November at 16:00. Purpose: Re-energize our relations & stem migration flow," he said. "My decision follows a positive recommendation by the (European) Commission & phone call this evening with Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu," Tusk wrote.

The EU’s Counter Terrorism Coordinator, Gilles de Kerchove, said during an interview with France24 that terrorists are not infiltrating Europe through the refugee and migrant route. "I don’t believe Daesh really needs to sneak in and use the migration flow to send fighters to Europe. First, they can tap into a huge reservoir of Europeans who are already radicalized and inspire them; they may [also] send back Europeans who went [abroad] for jihad and some of them may not have been detected by police", Gilles de Kerchove said. He suggested that the only reason for ISIS to send a potential terrorist through the migration flow would be to create divisions and make us doubt whether we should help refugees. 
Interpol has welcomed the European Union’s decision to connect its border control points to Interpol’s vast computer database so travel documents can be screened. Interpol chief Juergen Stock said on Friday that “every additional record made available across borders builds a new opportunity for Europe” to combat foreign fighters. Interpol says its foreign-fighter database has details from more than 50 countries on about 6,000 people. (News Reports)
 
GREECE/BALKANS
Trapped migrants suffer winter cold in tents, protest: Conditions for hundreds of migrants stuck on Balkan borders worsened today as temperatures dropped and the first snow of the year fell. Last week, Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia, and Macedonia declared they would only grant passage to those fleeing conflict in Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan, and that all others deemed “economic migrants” would be sent back. An estimated 3,600 people have been left stranded at the Greek-Macedonian border, living in tents surrounded by wire fences. Some have begun a hunger strike to protest against the situation.
· “The nightmare scenario has started to develop where Greece is turned from a transit country to a holding country due to the domino effect of European nations closing their borders,” said Dimitris Christopoulos, vice-president of the International Federation for Human Rights. “There is no infrastructure in place to handle people being stuck here.” 
· Moroccans, Iranians and Pakistanis on Greece’s northern border with Macedonia blocked rail traffic and demanded passage to western Europe on Monday. (G. Maniatis)

HUNGARY
Orban talks tough on refugees, terrorism in interview: “Of course it’s not accepted, but the factual point is that all the terrorists are basically migrants,” says Viktor Orbán. “The question is when they migrated to the European Union.” 
· Thinking of Paris and its aftermath, he posits an “overwhelming logical” connection between terrorism and the movement of Muslims into Europe—in the last few months as well as over recent decades—that to him and many Europeans is “an obvious fact,” whether “you like it or not.” He adds: “The majority of our leaders in the West deny the fact,” he adds. That denial of the “obvious”—which the Hungarian leader blames on political correctness run amok—destabilizes European politics by increasing “the gap between the leaders and the people.” 
· Linking terror to migration, Orbán says the “number one job” after Paris is “to defend the borders and to control who is coming in.” NATO and EU countries are “at war” with Islamists in the Middle East and Afghanistan, and, he says, “it’s quite logical” that “enemies” would seek to send fighters with migrants coming into Europe. (G. Maniatis)

GERMANY
Jewish leader calls for refugee quotas: The leader of Germany’s Jewish community has backed calls for refugee quotas, warning that many asylum-seekers are from cultures marked by “hate towards Jews and intolerance”. Even though Germany’s Jewish community is small, its views tend to carry great weight because of the country’s responsibility for the Holocaust. Merkel has generally resisted such restrictions but is under increasing pressure from her Bavarian allies to toughen her stance. After years of decline, the number of anti-Semitic crimes in Germany rose last year by 25 per cent to 1,596, according to the interior ministry. However, the figures showed that most were linked to German rightwingers and not to so-called “foreign ideology”. (G. Maniatis)

Merkel faces off against Bavarian leader: The head of Bavaria's conservative party, Horst Seehofer, was re-elected on Saturday with his weakest support to date, seen as punishment after he berated ally Merkel for her welcoming refugee policy. Addressing the 1,000 or so delegates, Merkel firmly rejected quotas and watched stony-faced as Seehofer joined her on the podium and pledged to fight for such limits.
· Senior politicians in both parties tried to narrow their differences by pointing out that Merkel also backed quotas—albeit at the EU level— with her plans for the EU as a whole to take fixed numbers directly from Turkey. Given the "mega-challenge" of "many, many refugees", all emphasis should be put on a European and global solution, Merkel said this weekend, adding "this lets us save lives and reduce the number of refugees".
· Surge of refugee arrivals continues: The German police say 180,000 asylum seekers have entered the country so far this month, pushing the year's overall figure already well beyond the number the government's estimate for the full year. The Bundespolizei, responsible for border security, confirmed Monday 180,000 had arrived this month, positioning November to most likely break the previous monthly high of 181,000 set in October. 
· Germany had reported more than 758,000 arrivals from January through October, meaning that now the country has seen more than 938,000 newcomers. (G. Maniatis)

POLAND
PM insists Poland will not take refugees: Poland’s new PM Szydlo says the country is not ready to take in 7,000 refugees, a figure accepted by the previous government. She also said Monday she believes EU members would like to reopen discussion on migrant policy. She mentioned Denmark's recent declaration it will restrict its rules on accepting migrants. (G. Maniatis)

EU FOREIGN POLICY/PAKISTAN
Avramopoulos in Islamabad after Pakistan slows readmissions: Avramopoulos met with Pakistan's foreign policy chief and interior minister on Monday, after Pakistan said last week that airlines returning deportees without Pakistani permission would be penalized. Pakistan said it would not accept any deportees accused of militant links without clear evidence of guilt, and suspended a 2009 deal with the EU which allowed the latter to repatriate illegal immigrants and other nationalities who transited through Pakistan on their way to Europe.  Globally, about 90,000 people were deported back to Pakistan last year for a variety of offences, but in some cases they had been sent back without proper determination they were Pakistan nationals, the interior ministry spokesman said. (G. Maniatis)

FROM THE GROUND
(all updates below from Jordi Vaquer)
GREECE
Fewer arrivals in Lesvos: Our grantees in Lesvos report that flows have significantly dropped despite good weather conditions. Some of our contacts believe that Turkey has started restricting the movement of refugees inside its territory. It is unclear whether this drop is permanent. The decreased flows were also recorded in Eidomeni (Greek-Macedonian border) where fewer people (circa 3,500 a day) crossed on November 17 and 18. 
MACEDONIA

Security mindset setting in: President Gjorge Ivanov continues to advocate restrictive measures towards refugees. Following the Paris attacks, the Security Council convened and concluded that Macedonia will not close its borders. However, preparation for fencing at unmarked border points has begun. 

Difficulties in the camps: Tensions over power sharing and coordination between the Ministry for Labor and Social Policies and the Center for Crisis Management are affecting camp operations. Foundation Open Society Macedonia partner organizations highlighted the following standing problems in the camps: Police fail to investigate robbery; public railroad company staff continue corrupt behavior when selling tickets and remain intolerant towards people without financial means to cover the 25 euro ticket; sanitary facilities are poorly maintained; heating and electricity are yet not provided. As a result of advocacy by civil society organizations, the following improvements have taken place: Transportation for infants and children is now free of charge; women and children boarding the trains are adequately assisted; additional tents and sanitary facilities for people with disabilities and young parents with small babies are available; and rocky terrain in the area has been covered with small stones. 

SERBIA

Calm reaction to Paris attacks: In the aftermath of the Paris attacks, Serbia has increased security measures in the administration of refugees including scanning for weapons and explosives, fingerprint and photo filing and biometric data storage. Simultaneously the government continues setting a calm, positive tone regarding the refugees and general security, warning that any infractions against the Muslim population and their property will be prosecuted. In response to speculation about closing the borders in other countries, Serbian officials repeated that Serbia will not do this.
Abuses at the Serbian-Bulgarian border:  OSF Serbia has provided additional grants to the Asylum Protection Center to set up a permanent office at the south border in Preševo, and to the Humanitarian Center for Integration and Tolerance to be present in Šid (Serbian/Croatian border). We intend to support humanitarian assistance and human rights observation work at the border with Bulgaria. A report by the Belgrade Centre for Human Rights (sponsored by Oxfam) quotes numerous cases of alleged beatings and extortion by the Bulgarian police. The findings are sourced from more than 100 refugees interviewed upon arriving from Bulgaria, in the Serbian border town of Dimitrovgrad, during a three day period in October.
SLOVENIA
Activists on the ground report that despite official statements that all is under control and volunteers are not needed, there is evidence that near the Sentilj border between Austria-Slovenia people are still waiting days with no food, water or medical help, that the police use violence and people are sleeping on cold wet floors waiting to be accepted into Austria (15 November).
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