The police worked under political pressure in Lázár’s fight against NGOs
The National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) acted unlawfully when the emergency police raided the seat of Ökotárs Foundation and its partners and carried out searches of the homes of several executives of the Foundation, the court ruled.
The Buda Central District Court has now determined that there was no suspicion of misappropriation at the time of the search and there were no investigations underway regarding charges of unauthorized financial activities either. This means that the police were unlawfully harassing the civil organizations against which János Lázár had earlier launched an offensive.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This is how we arrived at the unlawful searches
As we have reported earlier, the minister of the Prime Minister’s Office wanted to take control of the Norwegian Fund’s aid for NGOs. He argued that the Norwegian NGO Fund was supporting organizations that could be connected to LMP [the Politics Can Be Different party]. When the accusation proved to be unfounded, they presented a study that said there were financial irregularities at Ökotárs, so investigations were then conducted on suspicion of embezzlement. The Hungarian web portal Átlátszó got hold of the study, which did not substantiate the charges. Then the NGO was accused of unlawfully extending loans.
The next step in the government's assault was the NBI action. They raided the NGO’s office and searched the home of Director Veronika Móra and board member Zsuzsa Foltányi. They [Móra and Foltányi] filed a complaint about the procedure, which concluded with a ruling against the police. The court established that the imposition of search and seizure was unlawful because, contrary to the government’s charges, there was no suspicion of misappropriation, nor was any investigation being carried out on suspicion of unauthorized financial activities at the time of the search.
Political pressure
In its press release, Ökotárs expressed its concern that “the National Bureau of Investigation is conducting an unlawful search and sequestration in Hungary under clear political pressure.”
Veronika Móra told Index that the ruling raises questions about the KEHI study, which János Lázár later mentioned as important evidence. Some of the allegations in the study are based on evidence that the police seized unlawfully, according to the ruling. The leader of Ökotárs told us that they are still considering taking further steps in the case. (Here you can read our analysis about the KEHI report we raised doubts about.) [Link to October 22, 2014 article]
In its press release Ökotárs warns: “The observance of the principles and the letter of the rule-of-law is the guarantee that similar cases not be repeated. We expect any government in power not to use public authorities to exercise political pressure because this causes damage to democracy.”
