MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

Ken Zimmerman, U.S. Programs Staff
Criminal Justice Fund
July 31, 2012
Criminal Justice Fund, September 20, 2012 docket

The Criminal Justice Fund is considering 12 funding requests, totaling up to $2,060,000, for inclusion on
U.S. Programs’ Docket III scheduled for September 20, 2012. These grants would advance our goals of
eliminating harsh punishment, eliminating racial disparities and securing an equitable justice system.
Eliminating Harsh Punishment
We are considering 8 grants, totaling up to $1,215,000, that advance our goal of eliminating harsh
punishment. Three grants would support the Fund’s continued commitment to the national Campaign to
End the Death Penalty by 2025, launched with OSF leadership, and one grant would further our continued
exploratory work related to restricting the use of another, related extreme form of punishment, solitary
confinement. Three grants would advance our work to address the harsh treatment of children, one to
continue work challenging disproportionate minority contact in the juvenile justice system; a second to
support youth organizing, mobilization and policy advocacy to challenge a range of issues affecting youth
in the California youth and adult systems; and a third to support research to use of brain science to explain
why Sexual Offender Registration and Notification requirement should not be unduly expanded to include
children.
A final grant would support continued research, advocacy and policy reform efforts to end the practice or
“prison gerrymandering,” the collateral punishment effecting entire communities affected by the disparate
Death Penalty Abolition - Campaign to End the Death Penalty by 2025
Northwestern University - Center on Wrongful Convictions (CWC), $30,000 in renewed project
support for one year to continue to develop and expand the first-ever National Registry of Exonerations, a
comprehensive database of all exonerations in the United States since 1989. This grant will allow CWC
to expand, maintain and publicize the online National Registry, which serves as an ongoing resource on
false convictions and exoneration cases. The grant will also support a study on the role of witness
recantations in exonerations, a common issue in wrongful conviction cases that has received little
attention to date. This grant advances CJF’s goal of abolishing the use of capital punishment and is part
of the Campaign to End the Death Penalty in 2025.
Murder Victims’ Families for Reconciliation (MVFR), $135,000 in renewed general support over two
years to enhance MVFR’s efforts to influence public opinion against the death penalty by working in
collaboration with state and national anti-death penalty organizations to incorporate murder victims’
family members and their perspectives into campaigns for death penalty reform, moratorium and repeal.
The grant will increase MVFR’s capacity to strengthen national and state-based infrastructures of murder
victims families advocates; support post-abolition states’ efforts to defend against reinstatement of the
death penalty; and forge partnerships with traditional victims’ rights organizations and directly affected
community members to advance abolition efforts. This grant advances CJF’s goal of abolishing the use
of capital punishment and is part of the Campaign to End the Death Penalty in 2025.
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Capital Litigation Communications Project (fiscal agent Texas Defender Service) (“the Project”),
$200,000 in renewed project support over two years to serve as a nationwide communications resource
for capital litigators. Led by communications expert Laura Burstein, the Project will continue to address
the media and communications needs of the anti-death penalty movement. The Project has been
instrumental in locating new allies in the fight for abolition and directing invaluable media attention to
death penalty cases like that of Robert Gattis in Delaware. Burstein, in partnership with Gattis’ legal team
and advocacy organizations, focused strategic communications on Gattis’ history of mental,
psychological and physical abuse and the disproportionate harshness of his sentence compared to similar
cases in the state, ultimately leading to the commutation of his death sentence in January 2012. Over the
next two years, the Project will continue to provide expert communications supporting strategic litigation
and recruiting effective media messengers. This grant advances CJF’s goal of abolishing the use of
capital punishment and is part of the Campaign to End the Death Penalty by 2025.
Solitary Confinement
National Religious Campaign Against Torture (NRCAT), $200,000 in project support over two years
to educate and mobilize people of faith to challenge the use of long-term solitary confinement in jails and
prisons in the United States. OSF funding would enable NRCAT to: 1) educate national faith leaders and
organizations and engage them in efforts to inform the national discussion about the solitary confinement;
2) educate local faith leaders and communities in thirteen states and engage them on local campaigns to
challenge long-term solitary confinement; and 3) provide assistance to laypeople and faith leaders on
efforts to challenge solitary confinement in other states. This grant advances the Criminal Justice Fund’s
interest in eliminating harsh punishment by challenging long-term solitary confinement.
Children in the Justice System
W. Haywood Burns Institute (BI), $50,000 in renewed general support over one year. BI’s core
purpose is to protect and improve the lives of youth of color, poor children and their communities by
ensuring fairness and equity throughout all public and private youth serving systems. Over the next year
BI will continue to operate the Community Justice Network for Youth, a coalition of 140 communitybased programs, including advocacy, grassroots organizations, service providers, and residential facilities
serving youth of color involved in the justice system through which is engages system stakeholders and
the communities that populate those systems in efforts to reduce racial and ethnic disparities in justice
systems. Additionally, through its Site Based Work, BI will continue to provide technical assistance to
system stakeholders in 14 states and 29 sites to promote juvenile detention reform and community based
alternatives to detention. This grant advances CJF’s interests in decriminalizing vulnerable populations
such as youth of color and poor youth, eliminating racial disparities, and securing a fair and equitable
justice system.
Youth Justice Coalition (YJC), $100,000 in renewed general support over two years. YJC’s mission is
to build and support a youth-led movement to challenge the Los Angeles and California juvenile and
criminal justice systems. Over the next year, the organization will continue its focus on strengthening and
supporting local groups to engage in criminal justice reform, building membership base, and mobilizing
youth-led campaigns, including the Redirect the 1% Campaign which seeks to build a youth development
department in Los Angeles and transfer law enforcement funds to youth employment, community centers,
and intervention workers (peace builders) in an effort to curtail L.A.’s decades-long addiction to
incarceration. This grant advances CJF’s interests in decriminalizing vulnerable populations such as youth
of color and poor youth, eliminating racial disparities, and securing a fair and equitable justice system.
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The John Hopkins University, $200,000 in project support over 2 years (2nd year contingent), to conduct
a comprehensive quantitative research project to systematically evaluate the collateral consequences of
juvenile sex offender registration and notification (SORN) policies on youth, their families, and impact on
public safety. This national study would fill a critical research gap by rigorously assessing through
empirical evaluation the effects of SORN policies on youth and public safety outcomes. This grant
advances CJF’s interests in eliminating policies and practices that criminalize children, especially youth
of color.
Collateral Consequences of Criminal Convictions
Demos: A Network for Ideas and Action (Demos), up to $300,000 in renewed project support over one
year to conduct public education and advocacy to end the districting bias created by the Census Bureau’s
policy of counting incarcerated people as permanent residents of prison districts rather than their home
communities. OSF funding would enable Demos to partner with the Prison Policy Initiative to lead
public education to shape the debate on this issue and to mobilize key stakeholders and constituencies to
advocate for Census reform. This grant advances the Criminal Justice Fund’s interest in eliminating harsh
punishment by challenging the collateral consequences of criminal convictions, securing the political
enfranchisement for people with criminal convictions, and strengthening the political representation of
communities most directly impacted by criminal justice policies and practices.

Eliminating Racial Disparities and Securing a Fair and Equitable System of Justice
We are considering 4 grants, totaling $845,000, that would advance CJF’s goal of securing a fair and
equitable system of justice and eliminating racial disparities through reform of our nation’s indigent
defense systems and ending discriminatory practices of the New York City police department. Two
grants would advance our goal of improving public defense services: one would support continued efforts
to provide training and technical assistance to ensure that non-citizens receive effective representation to
address the potential immigration consequences arising from a criminal accusation; a second grant would
provide critical funding to help sustain public defense reform efforts in New Orleans, Louisiana, a current
geographic priority of the Fund.
Two grants would support activities related to the campaign to address excessive, biased-based policing
enforcement in New York City, and effort seeded and launched with OSF leadership and financial
support. The first grant would support research Justice to evaluate the impact of New York Police
Department's stop-and-frisk strategy on crime rates across police precincts and spatial areas from 2006 to
2011. A second grant would enhance the communications capacity of the Communities United for Police
Reform, the coordinating entity of the New York City police accountability campaign effort.
Improving Public Defense Services
Immigrant Legal Resource Center (ILRC), $400,000 in renewed project support over two years to
support the Defending Immigrants Partnership (DIP). This grant will be co-funded with the Equality and
Opportunity Fund. DIP is a joint initiative of the Immigrant Legal Resource Center, the Immigrant
Defense Project, and the National Immigration Project. DIP works to ensure that indigent immigrant
defendants receive constitutionally effective criminal defense in light of the extreme additional penalties
that they face by virtue of being immigrants. DIP provides training, technical assistance, education and
consultation to public defenders throughout the country to ensure that public defenders meet the Sixth
Amendment requirement of effectively representation by advising non-citizen defendants on the
immigration consequences of a criminal conviction as affirmed by the Supreme Court in Padilla v.
Kentucky. This grant advances CJF’s interest in securing a fair and equitable justice system through

-3-

targeted indigent defense reform. The grant will also advance the Criminal Justice Fund’s interests in
eliminating policies and practices that criminalize immigrants and poor people, as well as the Equality
and Opportunity Fund’s interest in ensuring justice and equality by protecting immigrant’s rights.
Orleans Public Defenders, up to $125,000 in renewed project support over one year to continue an
intensive and comprehensive attorney training program for all OPD lawyers and external conflict panel
and to retain the services of a dedicated public relations/community outreach professional. This grant will
also support planning efforts to devise a campaign to address the underfunding of indigent defense
services in Orleans Parish and throughout Louisiana. These efforts will continue to improve the quality
of representation provided to indigent defendants in New Orleans and ensures that OPD maintains its
presence in the criminal justice landscape and remains a strong voice in public debates about the future
direction of the criminal justice system in New Orleans and throughout the state. This grant advances
CJF’s interests in securing a fair and equitable justice system through targeted indigent defense reform.
Ending Discriminatory Policing
Research Foundation of City University of New York (on behalf of John Jay College of Criminal
Justice), $200,000 in project support over one year to the Research Foundation of City University of New
York to support research by John Jay College of Criminal Justice to evaluate the impact of New York
Police Department's stop-and-frisk strategy on crime rates across police precincts and spatial areas from
2006 to 2011. This grant advances the Criminal Justice Fund’s priorities to eliminate racial disparities
and secure a fair and equitable system of justice.
Communities United for Police Reform (CPR) (North Star Fund as fiscal sponsor), $120,000 in
renewed project support over one year to strengthen and expand the communications capacity of
Communities United for Police Reform, an advocacy campaign to end discriminatory policing practices
in New York City and build a lasting movement that promotes public safety and greater police
accountability. The grant will allow CPR to respond to emerging media opportunities, craft media
messages, proactively build public discourse about community safety and policing practices, improve
social media platforms and bolster the existing communications capacity of CPR’s member organizations.
This grant advances the Criminal Justice Fund’s priorities of eliminating racial disparities and ensuring a
fair and equitable system of justice.
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