Dismantling the School-to-Prison Pipeline
This session will explore the forces that have created and reinforced the school-to-prison
pipeline, focusing on the impact of zero-tolerance policies in schools, the over-reliance on the
criminal and juvenile justice system to address youth behavior, and the negative influence of the
No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). These forces have their fullest expression and worst
consequences for boys and in schools and communities that serve poor children and children of
color. In a two-part discussion, staff will describe grantmaking to date in this area and seek input
on future, related grantmaking of U.S. Programs’ Campaign for Black Male Achievement,
Criminal Justice Fund, and Baltimore Education and Juvenile Justice Program areas. Invited
guests will discuss promising policy and advocacy levers to dismantle the pipeline.
Zero-tolerance policies continue to under-gird too many schools' discipline practices and to feed
the pipeline to prison for too many youth. These policies ensure that student misbehavior is dealt
with harshly and that suspensions are commonplace - even for trivial transgressions such as poor
attendance and shoving matches between students. Suspensions increase the chances that
students will fall behind in school, be unsupervised and come in contact with law enforcement
officials. Finally, criminalization of youth misbehavior has resulted in a growing police presence
in schools and, increasingly, student arrests for offenses that were formerly handled by schools
alone.
The No Child Left Behind Act is also influencing the front end of the school-to-prison pipeline
through its reliance on standardized tests and sanctions to assess and hold schools accountable.
This accountability framework has forced many schools to narrow their curricula and eliminate
socio-emotional supports, age-appropriate activities and engaging programs, putting children in
developmentally-hostile environments without the skills or incentives to moderate their behavior.
NCLB has also given rise to perverse incentives for schools to suspend low-performing students
to raise test scores.
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Questions to frame the discussion:
What are the implications of applying “zero tolerance,” a term taken from the war on drugs, to
youth misbehavior in schools?
How can we persuade schools to adopt policies that limit suspensions and expulsions and begin
to reverse the school-to-prison pipeline?
How can institutions outside of the education and criminal justice systems play a role in
dismantling the school-to-prison pipeline?
What role can student advocates and youth organizers play in dismantling the school-to-prison
pipeline?
What is the connection between the No Child Left Behind Act and the school-to-prison pipeline?
Please provide one or two examples of interventions that are succeeding in dismantling the
school-to-prison pipeline.

