Grant ID:

20032933

Legal Organization Name: PEN American Center
Tax Status:

501(c)(3) public charity

Purpose of Grant:

To provide support for the “Reckoning With Torture”
National Film Project

Grant Description:

This grant will provide renewed support for the “Reckoning
With Torture” Project, an innovative performance and film
initiative that aims to raise awareness of U.S.-sponsored
torture of detainees and build support for accountability. A
2010 grant from the NSHR Campaign enabled the PEN
American Center, in collaboration with the American Civil
Liberties Union and acclaimed director Doug Liman, to
stage and film a “Reckoning With Torture” performance at
the 2011 Sundance Film Festival. The recommended grant
would cover costs for a performance held in Lincoln Center
on May 24, 2011 and will enable PEN to bring the
“Reckoning” project to audiences across the country, who
will then be enlisted to stage and film readings in their local
communities. PEN will work with the ACLU to collect
video footage of these grassroots productions, which Doug
Liman will intercut with the Sundance and Lincoln Center
performances to create a film that delivers a national call
for accountability. Founded in 1922 and based in New
York City, the PEN American Center is a literary
organization of 3,300 writers and is dedicated to the
promotion of literature and the protection of freedom of
expression and the free flow of ideas. This grant will
advance the National Security and Human Rights
Campaign priorities of: supporting new voices in the
movement for a progressive national security policy;
holding government officials and private actors accountable
for past abuses and violations of the law; and building
public support for progressive national security policies
through the use of the arts and culture.

Previous OSI Support:

$1,123,555
$250,000 from NSHR Campaign (2010-2012)
$56,798 from China Human Rights and Justice (2010)
$5,000 from Civil Society – Other Foundations (2009)
$22,040 from Burma Grants (2008, 2009)

$150,000 from NSHR Campaign (2008)
$47,909 from CEP Grants (1998-2006)
$482,308 from US Programs (1997-2008)
$78,000 from Presidential Grants (1996-2004)
$31,500 from Chairman’s Grants (1999-2001)

Organization Budget:

$3,117,018

Project Budget:

$55,000

Major Sources of Support Kaplen Foundation $410,000; The Open Society
Foundations 146,798; Institusjonen Fritt Ord $91,496; The
Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust $80,000; John B. Troubh
$75,500; Barbara Goldsmith/The Barbara L. Goldsmith
Foundation $67,000
Amount Requested:

$50,000

Is this a contingent grant?: No
Amount Recommended:

$50,000 from the NSHR Campaign (Limit Secrecy and
Expand Oversight and Accountability, T1: 21133)

Term:

5 months (May 15, 2011 – September 30, 2011)

Matching Requirements:

None

Description of Organization:
International PEN, founded in England in 1921, is the world’s oldest literary organization
dedicated to the promotion of literature and the protection of freedom of expression and
the free flow of ideas. PEN American Center (PEN), founded in 1922 and based in New
York City, is the largest and most active of the 145 centers in 104 countries that
constitute International PEN. PEN’s membership consists of 3,300 poets, playwrights,
essayists, novelists, and translators and has included such luminaries as W.H. Auden,
James Baldwin, Willa Cather, Robert Frost, Allen Ginsberg, Langston Hughes, Thomas
Mann, Arthur Miller, Marianne Moore, Eugene O’Neill, Susan Sontag, and John
Steinbeck.
PEN American Center operates three core programs: (1) its Freedom to Write Program,
which addresses issues of censorship and advocates for the liberty and safety of
persecuted writers internationally; (2) its Core Freedoms Campaign, which focuses on the
impact of U.S. antiterrorism laws on free expression; and (3) its Annual PEN World
Voices Festival of International Literature, which was inaugurated in 2005 and convenes
notable writers and journalists from every continent for a week-long exchange of ideas.
The organization has 14 full-time staff members.
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Description of Program for Which Funding Is Sought:
The PEN American Center seeks renewed support for its “Reckoning With Torture” Project,
an innovative performance and film initiative that aims to raise awareness of US-sponsored
torture of detainees and build support for accountability. The “Reckoning With Torture”
series brings together casts of eminent writers, cultural figures, and former interrogators,
military officials, and intelligence operatives to read from previously classified documents.
These readings give voice to texts the U.S. government had sought to suppress and reveal an
official record of torture and human rights violations. Video testimonies from former
Guantanamo detainees punctuate the performances, affording many audience members their
first opportunity to hear directly from those who experienced mistreatment and abuses in
U.S. custody.
In January 2011, a grant from the NSHR Campaign enabled PEN to join with the ACLU and
acclaimed filmmaker Doug Liman to stage and film a “Reckoning With Torture” event at the
Sundance Film Festival. Annie Proulx, Sandra Cisneros, Robert Redford, and Ellen
Barkin—among other esteemed authors and actors—took the stage to read from the
“Reckoning” script. They were joined by former CIA Special Agent and Operations Officer
Jack Rice, and former Air Force counterintelligence agent Matthew Alexander, both of
whom worked as interrogators of terror suspects. Building on the success of this event, PEN
has outlined a plan to expand the “Reckoning” project to reach a wide national audience.
PEN envisions enabling communities around the country to stage and film their own
“Reckoning” performances as part of the “Reckoning With Torture” National Film Project,
which would capture the Sundance performance and culminate with the production of a
documentary feature film in early 2012. Renewed support from the NSHR Campaign would
see the project through the initial community rollout phase, after which PEN plans to raise
further funding to cultivate grassroots involvement nationwide and to finance production of
the documentary feature.
A portion of the recommended grant would cover the costs of PEN’s most recent “Reckoning
With Torture” performance, which filled Lincoln Center’s Walter Reade Theater on May 24,
2011. Dianne Wiest, Lili Taylor, Peter Godwin, Dahlia Lithwick, and Jack Rice read at the
event, along with Col. Morris Davis of the Air Force, who served two years as the chief
prosecutor for the military commissions at Guantanamo Bay. Morris resigned from this post
in 2007 because of his objection to the use of evidence obtained by torture and growing
political interference in the military commissions. The remaining funds would enable PEN
and its partners to edit scenes from the Sundance Film Festival and Lincoln Center
performances into a promotional film, to create kits for citizen filmmakers to use to stage and
film “Reckoning” readings in their own communities, and to pilot the national film project
rollout in four select theaters across the country. PEN will recruit audiences to attend these
events that have the commitment and potential to stage and film their own “Reckoning”
readings, with a key target audience being youth and young adults. The events will include a
screening of the “Reckoning With Torture” film and will feature panel discussions and
speakers reflecting on the importance of securing accountability for torture. During the
summer, PEN and its partners will raise further funding for the final phase of the project,
which will begin this fall. This additional funding will allow PEN to present the project in 30
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more theaters throughout the U.S. and to produce a feature documentary that brings together
footage from the Sundance and Lincoln Center events and grassroots “Reckoning” readings
from around the country.
Rationale for Recommendation:
This grant will advance the National Security and Human Rights Campaign priorities of:
holding government officials and private actors accountable for past abuses and
violations of the law; supporting new voices in the movement for a progressive national
security policy; and building public support for progressive national security policies
through the use of the arts and culture.
Both through its outreach to community groups across the nation and through the
documentary feature film that will be its final product, the “Reckoning With Torture”
Project has the potential to energize and reframe the accountability movement. The
“Reckoning” event itself fills critical voids in the accountability conversation by
acknowledging the humanity of detainees who were mistreated and tortured by U.S.
government personnel, recognizing the critical role many American servicewomen and
men played in challenging the torture program, and suggesting that pressing for
accountability for torture is a way of honoring the best in ourselves and our traditions.
By enlisting both prominent and influential cultural figures and ordinary Americans from
all walks of life around the country to read these documents in public spaces, the
“Reckoning” performances and the resulting film will underscore our common humanity
and send the powerful message that accountability is not a political but a human question,
one that bears on our national character.
The texts and original interviews speak to three distinct silences that inhibit accountability: a
lack of public acknowledgement of what exactly happened; the lack of access to the voices of
the victims of abuse; and the lack of recognition for the courageous Americans who stood up
for core human rights principles and against Washington-orchestrated abuse. Of these, the
latter is perhaps the most inspiring, compelling, and unique aspect of the Reckoning program.
Repeatedly throughout the event program the audience hears from men and women on the
front lines who kept faith with our basic values, characters with whom the public can identify
and who provide an emotional access point into this painful chapter. The presence of these
voices, largely absent from a conversation that focuses on policymakers who sanctioned the
use of torture, is a reminder that seeking accountability for these abuses is a way of honoring
the best in ourselves and in our tradition of humane values. Crucially, the “Reckoning”
project is poised to bring this message to a large and diverse audience—including a younger
generation that has grown up in a post 9/11 world in which the U.S. government sacrificed a
fundamental respect for human rights for the sake of short-sighted and illegal national
security policies.
The project is under the thoughtful leadership of Larry Siems, a former OSF fellow who
is adept at leveraging the stature and allure of PEN’s writers and introducing their
positions to new audiences. Siems is the author of The Torture Report, an ACLU blog
that was launched in response to the Obama administration’s release of revealing DOJ
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Office of Legal Counsel “torture memos” in spring 2009, and which provides a
comprehensive yet readable guide to the publicly available documents on U.S.-sponsored
torture. Siems assembled the “Reckoning With Torture” script, which director Doug
Liman further edited and sharpened. Liman’s portfolio of critically acclaimed feature
films includes The Bourne Identity, Mr. and Mrs. Smith, and Fair Game. Siems and
Liman aim to “deliver” the documentary film that results from the national “Reckoning”
project in a major event in Washington DC, present it at the 2012 Sundance Film
Festival, and seek national broadcast on Frontline or another major television platform.
For the above reasons, OSF staff recommends a renewal grant of $50,000 over 5 months
to support the PEN American Center’s Reckoning With Torture Project.
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