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The Transparency & Integrity Fund supports groups working to promote: 1) broad and equitable
access to information, 2) a vibrant and credible news media, 3) an impartial and diverse
judiciary, and 4) broad and equitable access to the ballot. This Fund includes a portfolio of 65
grantees with a grantmaking budget of $14.5 million in 2012. On this docket, we will present
seven grants for approval, our contribution roughly totaling between $2 and $2.75 million.
Please let us know if you have thoughts about any of these recommendations.
I.

Broad and Equitable Access to Information

Government Accountability Project
General Support, $500,000 over two years ($400,000 from TIF; $100,000 from NSHR) (renewal)
(grant amount has not been finalized)
Founded in 1977, the Government Accountability Project (GAP) is a leading defender of
government and corporate whistleblowers. GAP has made an extraordinary impact in the fight to
expose corruption and hold the federal government and corporations accountable to the highest
standards of justice, transparency, and scientific integrity. From prisoner abuse at Abu Ghraib
prison to the dangers of Vioxx, some of the most significant revelations of corporate and
government wrongdoing have come from insiders who come forward at enormous personal and
professional cost. Although whistleblowers’ actions often save lives and bring to light threats to
public health, safety, and the environment, these individuals are vulnerable to retaliatory
investigations, harassment, demotion, and dismissal. GAP’s mission is to ensure government and
corporate accountability by advancing occupational free speech, defending whistleblowers, and
empowering citizen activists. GAP’s major program initiatives focus on both government and
corporate accountability related to worker health and safety, corporate and financial
accountability, nuclear and environmental oversight, food and drug safety, international anticorruption reform, and national security. GAP works in close collaboration with other OSF
grantees. GAP’s growing international reform program intersects with broader OSF interests. In
January 2011, in coordination with Open Society Fund Prague, and the American Embassy, GAP
organized a conference in the Czech Republic focusing on how investigative journalists,
whistleblowers, and NGOs could work together for greater transparency and accountability. This
grant would advance the Transparency & Integrity Fund’s goal of guaranteeing broad and
equitable access to information by supporting coordinated, targeted efforts to establish open
government policies and practices and efforts to expose government corruption.
Media Democracy Fund (fiscal sponsor: Proteus Fund)
General Support, $600,000 over two years (renewal)(grant amount to be finalized)
The Media Democracy Fund promotes a fair and open media and communications system that
empowers all people and enhances democratic values, fosters freedom of expression, and
increases access to information and ideas. Since its launch in 2006, the Fund has distributed $7.6
million in grants to support grassroots and national advocacy groups that engage in organizing,
litigation, research, and regulatory reform. The Fund supports policy and research institutions as
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well as groups and networks that represent the constituencies whose lives are most directly
affected by disparities in technology and communications policy, including youth, Native
Americans, rural populations, immigrants and communities of color. Eleven foundations and
individual donors participate in this pooled fund. The Fund works closely with the field, policy
makers, and funders to regularly assess policy opportunities and field needs. MDF’s coordinated
strategy includes public education, organizing, litigation, legislative strategies, research, and
regulatory reform. The work takes place at the federal, state and local levels and involves both
grassroots and national groups working in close relationship through networks and coalitions.
Public interest media and technology policy goals addressed through the Fund’s grantmaking
include: digital inclusion and open internet policy, preservation and promotion of journalism and
public media, balanced intellectual property rules, and privacy protections. This grant would
advance the Transparency and Integrity Fund’s goals of supporting information policy that
ensures an open, democratic communications infrastructure for speech, information, and
knowledge exchange.
II.

Ensure Fair, Impartial and Diverse Courts

American Bar Association Fund for Justice and Education
Project Support, $300,000 over two years (renewal contingent)
The American Bar Association Fund for Justice and Education is the 501(c)(3) arm of the
American Bar Association (ABA), the world’s largest voluntary professional organization
representing the American legal profession. Among its missions, the ABA is strongly committed
to promoting judicial independence and reform of the judicial selection process. Its Standing
Committee on Judicial Independence promotes public awareness of the role of an independent
judiciary in protecting individual rights and the rule of law; mobilizes members of the bar and
the judiciary to respond to inappropriate and misleading criticism of judges and our system of
justice; and promotes improvements in the way state court judges are selected. This renewal
grant would support the Standing Committee’s efforts to implement the ABA’s new standards on
judicial recusal in cases involving campaign donors. Support for the American Bar Association
Fund for Justice and Education would advance this Fund’s strategic goal of ensuring fair,
impartial, and diverse courts by supporting core judicial independence organizations
collaborating in the Justice at Stake campaign.
Constitutional Accountability Center
General Support, amount to be determined
The Constitutional Accountability Center is a think tank, law firm, and action center dedicated to
fulfilling the promise of our Constitution’s text and history. The Center works in courts, through
government, and with legal scholars to preserve the rights and freedoms of all Americans and to
protect our judiciary from politics and special interests. The Center has become a leading voice
in discussions about judicial nominations, the direction of the federal courts, and the
constitutional questions related to such issues as money in politics, immigration, equality, and
the powers of the federal government.
We are making this grant to the Center a year before the current general support grant to the
organizations expires, to support its expansion to include a team that works on issues we
separately supported previously. The team came from the Federal Rights Project, which works
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to preserve rights that guarantee equality, health, and security and assure access to justice for all
Americans. A grantee since 2000, the Project has been a critical if behind-the-scenes player in
the effort to transform the conversation about the Constitution and the courts. Over the past few
years the Project has been the leading voice on the broader dangers of constitutional litigation to
overturn the Affordable Care Act; specifically, the implications of conservative victory for core
federal governmental regulatory and equality-enforcement powers. This grant would make it
possible for the Project to move from the National Senior Citizens Law Center to the
Constitutional Accountability Center. This move significantly benefits both entities. The
Project’s staff will deepen the Center’s expertise on a broad range of federal rights and access to
justice issues, particularly providing valuable litigation skills and experience as the Center seeks
to expand its litigation work. The Project will benefit from being at a home institution whose
mission aligns closely with the Project’s and whose communications capacity is significantly
greater and more effective than that of the Senior Citizens Law Center. Over the past 5 years,
Project counsel Simon Lazarus and Center President Doug Kendall have been regular
collaborators on federal judicial nominations issues.
This grant would advance this Fund’s strategic goal of assuring fair, impartial, and diverse courts
by supporting innovative and effective efforts to shape discussions concerning the future of the
Constitution and the courts.
National Council of Jewish Women
Project Support, $300,000 over two years (renewal contingent)
The National Council of Jewish Women is a national, volunteer organization that champions the
needs of women, children, and families. With over 100 state and local sections and groups,
Council volunteers work in their communities on issues of local, state, and national concern.
This grant would provide ongoing support to the Council’s grassroots judicial nominations
organizing project. Over the past three years, volunteers in three cities (Omaha, Nebraska;
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; and Columbus, Ohio) have worked with the Council’s Washington,
DC office piloting efforts to develop diverse and broad-based coalitions of local advocacy
organizations to educate and engage the public around federal judicial nominations. These
coalitions have held forums on key nominations fights; disseminated information about the
importance of the federal courts in protecting civil rights and equality; and coordinated with
other national groups working to assure that the federal courts have the diversity of background,
experience, and ideology they need to function fairly and impartially. Renewal support would
allow the Council to sustain the existing coalitions while training and developing new coalitions
in other states. Support for the Council would advance this Fund’s strategic goal of ensuring fair,
impartial, and diverse courts by developing innovative and effective approaches to grassroots
organizing on federal courts and Constitutional issues.
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III.

Broad and Equitable Access to the Ballot

Demos
Project Support, $50,000-$100,000, over one year (amount to be finalized)
Demos is a New York City-based non-partisan public policy, research, and advocacy
organization that combines research, policy development, and advocacy to influence public
debates and catalyze change. This grant would provide new support to Demos for their Voter ID
Project. The Voter ID Project will work with fiscal analysis organizations and anti-voter ID
advocates in ten states with active voter ID fights (OH, PA, NE, NH, NM, NC, ME, MN, TN,
and VA) to determine the cost of implementing ID laws in these states. To withstand legal
challenge, states with government-issued photo ID requirements must provide free IDs for those
who can’t afford them, make them readily available to those who ask for them without undue
burden, and undertake substantial voter outreach and public education efforts to make sure that
voters are apprised of the new voting requirements, all of which is costly for the state. The
project will translate the cost of implementing ID requirements into values that resonate more
readily with the public (e.g., subsided daycare slots or after-school programs that might be saved
or added), and conduct communications work around the new reports. The Voter ID Project
would help frame the ID debate around the budget choices presented by new, multi-million
dollar expenditures and may be an effective means for preventing disenfranchising laws from
being passed in additional states. The Voter ID Project advances this Fund’s goal of ensuring
broad access to the ballot, especially for historically disfranchised constituencies.
Advancement Project
Project Support, $300,000 over one year
The Advancement Project is a civil rights organization that tackles inequity with innovative
strategies and strong community alliances, combining law, communications, policy and
technology. This grant would provide support to the Advancement Project’s Voter Protection
Program, which was established in the days following the 2000 election. The Program has been
a premier voting rights program challenging voting barriers, building the field and supporting
civic engagement groups on-the-ground. In 2012, the Program will build upon its past success in
eliminating barriers to voting through the use of litigation, advocacy, public education, and
communications, including conducting focus groups to develop messaging to target potential
voters. Advancement Project will place seasoned voting rights attorneys in 10-15 states
(including Colorado, Florida, Michigan, Missouri, Nevada, New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Texas, Virginia, and Wisconsin) and up to six counties, where voters of color are
most at risk of mass scale disenfranchisement. Currently, Advancement Project has local voter
protection advocates/state leads in Missouri and Florida and a staff attorney covering Ohio.
Although the Advancement Project is an anchor grantee of U.S. Programs, we would like to
provide the organization additional funding at this time so that to can respond adequately to the
continuingly escalating restrictions on the vote, and the tactics to suppress voting, especially by
the traditionally disfranchised.
-END-
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